	
  
CLASSROOM DISCUSSION POINTS FOR BRAZIL:
TEACHERS:
Have students answer the questions below based upon their viewing of the film
clips. They should draw evidence from the videos to support their responses.	
  
1. PEOPLE & SOCIETY:
GOALS: This series of questions is designed to elicit a student’s understanding
of the Brazilian people and their culture.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS: With over 200 million
people, Brazil has the sixth largest population in the world. Brazilians speak
Portuguese and are overwhelmingly Christian; the majority consider themselves
Catholic.
FILM CLIPS: Under FACTS AND VIDEO, have students watch the following:
(4:55)
• POPULATION (1:06)
• CARNIVAL (1:24)
• THE ARTS (1:01)
• CATHOLICISM (1:24)
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
- What two traits do most Brazilians share?
- Are there ethnic conflicts? Why or why not?
- Despite being the largest Catholic country, many Brazilians are turning to
Evangelical churches. What are the cultural reasons for this?
- How and why is Carnival celebrated? Can you detail any celebrations in
the U.S. that are somewhat similar to Carnival?
- Imagine you are in a samba school. What kind of costume or float would
you want to create and why?
- Describe some characteristics of Brazilian art.
2. GEOGRAPHY & ENVIRONMENT:
GOAL: This series of questions is designed to encourage students to explore
the unique geography and environment in the country of Brazil.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS: The country of Brazil is
located on the east coast of South America, bordering the Atlantic Ocean. It is
the largest country in South America, just slightly smaller than the United States.
FILM CLIPS: Under FACTS, have students watch the following: (3:00)
• SIZE & LANDSCAPE (1:13)
• THE AMAZON RIVER ( :58)
• SEASONS & WEATHER (:49)
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
- Does anything surprise you about the size and landscape of Brazil?
	
  

	
  
-

Does the Amazon River play an important role in Brazilian life and do you
think the cleanliness of its waters matter?
Compare the ways that the climate of Brazil is similar and different to
weather patterns in the U.S.

3. HISTORY:
GOALS: This series of questions is designed to promote student learning and
thought about the history of Brazil during colonial times.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS: In 1822, Brazil gained its
independence, after three centuries of Portuguese rule. It functioned as a
monarchy until 1888. Military rule followed until 1985 when power was given to
the people and a democracy emerged.
FILM CLIPS: Under HISTORY, have students watch the following: (4:14)
• PORTUGUESE COLONIZATION (1494) (1:09)
• SLAVERY (1500’s-1800’s) ( :50)
• INDEPENDENCE (1822) (1:08)
• WAR WITH PARAGUAY (1864) (1:07)
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
- Why did the Portuguese, and not the Spanish, colonize Brazil?
- Describe how and why Brazil embraced slavery for some 300 years.
- How do the stories of Brazilian and American independence differ?
- How did Brazil’s single war, the War with Paraguay, end up changing its
type of government?
	
  
4. GOVERNMENT & THE MEDIA:
GOALS: This series of questions is designed to explore the development of
democracy in Brazil and the challenges facing it today.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS: Brazil has a relatively young
tradition of democracy. After 21 years in charge, its military regime peacefully
gave its power to civilian leaders in 1985.
FILM CLIPS: Under FACTS AND HOT TOPICS, have students watch the
following: (3:09)
• DEMOCRACY (1:13)
• CORRUPTION (1:16)
• FREEDOM OF THE PRESS ( :40)
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
- Describe the unusual way in which the country’s military “protected” Brazil
from Communism during the Cold War.
- Although Brazil is a democracy, what major challenges does its
government and courts face?
- How do you think the role of the press helps to protect Brazil’s democratic
tradition?
5. DOMESTIC CHALLENGES:
	
  

	
  
GOALS: This series of questions is designed to provoke critical thinking about
the human condition in Brazil.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS: Brazil has bountiful natural
resources, a huge population and the largest economy in South America. But it
is plagued by corruption within government and faces multiple domestic and
human rights challenges.
FILM CLIPS: Under FACTS AND HOT TOPICS, have students watch the
following: (4:13)
• WEALTH, POVERTY & CRIME (2:17)
• DRUGS & CRIME ( :58)
• FEMALE MURDER RATE ( :58)
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:
- What is a favela and why do they exist?
- Are illicit drugs a major problem in the country of Brazil? Why and in what
ways?
- Detail the reasons why women in Brazil and Latin America often face
violence at the hands of their male counterparts.
- Can you think of any ways that the country might be able to reduce the
female murder rate?
	
  

	
  

